I have many times had the misfortune to be obliged to seek the aid of members of your profession, and the treatment I have sometimes been subjected to by them, while very generally resulting in my benefit, was of a very intense and extractive nature.
I never anticipated being especially called upon to attempt an elucidation of any subject having a direct bearing on the details and operative work, incident to the practice of your profession, and even an intelligent discourse on the theme of which I speak to-day, would, but a very few short years ago, have been practically impossible and excited but little interest.
But when a representative of your society, four or five A merican Journal of Dental Science.
.weeks ago, solicited of me a paper on "Bacteria of the When it is considered that of all diseases of a parasitic nature to which mankind is susceptible, dental caries is by far the most frequent, the possibilities, I have just mentioned, can not be charged as being the improbable and unlikely speculation set forth by one who is "cranky" on the subject.
Upon reviewing the various literature on this question, especially those portions of it which refer to the dangers of infection between the dentist and his patient, the speaker was much surprised to find no advice offered to the dental profession by competent bacteriologists, as to the considerable (and oft-times great) danger present, to the patient, by pathological conditions the dentist himself may be suffering from at the time of operating, and to point out the necessity of establishing, by legislative measures if required, laws, or statutes, which would prevent the occurrence of such dangers.
I refer more particularly to the jeopard/ in which human life is placed, when people are subjected to treatment by a practicing-, tubercular dentist. This may seem, to many of you, as a bit of superfluous advice, and you may retort that such a circumstance is beyond the bounds of possibility, but I assure you, I have seen a tubercular .member of your profession practicing daily on of you might imagine, in the infection of the patient by the transmission of the germs through the medium of the breath of the operator, but in the reception of tubercular material, which becomes dry on the handkerchief, clothing, linen, or instruments of the dentist. The prevention of such desiccation is so extremely difficult and impracticable as to be discarded without serious consideration, if such (prevention) be presented as a possible prophylactic measure, to enable the victim of this malady to continue his professional work until physically unable to do so on account of the inroads of the disease.
It is not generally known that bacteria do not float in the atmosphere in the moist state, but only do so after desiccation, and then probably to no great extent, unless aided by more or less strong currents of air.
Tuberculosis is now almost universally considered to be an infectious disease, and of so contagious a nature that 
